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IIT knew of fraud, kept mum

COVER-UP IIT Kharagpur was alerted about fake institute in 2007, but it did not go to police

Charu Sudan Kasturi

® charu kasturi®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Indian Institute
of Technology, Kharagpur, was
alerted in 2007 about the fake
institute running from its eam-
pus using the ITT brand but did
not approach the police.
Three weeks after HT first
exposed the scam on October
19, I'T Kharagpur has admit-
ted it knew about the fraud insti-
tute in 2007. The admission
comes even as the police are
investigating why the T decid-
ed against filing a criminal case

in 2007 — a move that would

have rescued the brand from -

being sullied further.

Police action in 2007 would
also have saved more students
from being duped by the fake
Institute of Electrical Engineers
(IEE). Evidence that the IIT
knew in 2007 of the scam but
chose not to inform the police
represents the first direct link
between the fraud and admin-
istration at the time, police
sources said.

The IIT has till now claimed
it was not aware of the scam

operating from its campus

| was not here at the
me but the T was alerte
in 2007 by the President’s
Secretariat when they came
to know forged documents

were being used...
DAMODAR ACHARYA,
KT Kharagpur

under the leadership of its sen-
ior professor Amit Kumar
Ghosh. After the alert, the IIT
quietly withdrew official quar-
ters it had allotted in 2004 to

the institute, but did not inform
the police.

“I was not here at the time
but the IIT was alerted in 2007
by the President’s Secretariat
after they came to know that
forped documents in their name
were being used by the fake
institute,” [IT Kharagpur Dire-
ctor Damodar Acharya said. He
did not comment on why the
IIT did not inform the police.

IIT has also admitted it knew
of the fake institute in an offi-
cial statement ironically aimed
at “clearing II'T’s position”. The
role of Acharya's predecessor

m~ Fom

Shishir Dube, who was in charge
in 2007, is now under scrutiny,
investigators said. “We are prob-
ing why the administration then
chose not to approach us,” a
police official said.

Dube was named by Ghosh
in the scam but had denied any
knowledge of IEE. Documents
available with the police how-
ever establish that official quar-
ters were allotted and with-
drawn during Dube's tenure.

Sources close to Dube say he
did not know at the time when
he evicted the fake institute that
it was misusing the IIT brand.
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New innovation to help
childless couples conceive

Australian fertility experts have developed
atechnology to magnify human spermby
7300timesits size to help childless couples to
conceive, Fertility specialists were able to
magnify human spermto 15 centimetres long
with heads asbigas 10cent pieces, about 18
times larger than they had ever seen giving
them clearest picture yet of which sperm are
most capable of fertilisation, according to The
Age. The technique is being used to helpmen
whose partners have experienced repeated
infertility or miscarriages due to DNA damage
to sperm or significant morphology problems,
such as sperm with oddly shaped or muttiple
heads, Some sperm appear normal when
magnified 400 times, the largest magnification
previously available, but when blown up 7300
times, itis clear their heads have tiny holes in
them where the chromatin, or DNA, is housed.
This makes them unable to fertilise an egg.

Earliest comp on sale for £150,000: One of
the first computers assembled by Applein
1976 which was sold by the company’s founder
has been put in an auction in Britain with an
estimated price of £150,000. Apple’s founder
Steve Jobs sold the first generation computer
Apple-1 from his parents’ garage. The Apple-I,
the forerunners of the iPad, iPhone and other
latest gadgets, first went on sale in July 1976 at
a price of $666.66. The device will be sold at
London-based auction house Christie’s on Nov
23. According to the Daily Mail, Apple-1s came
with a tiny 8K memory — 524,000 times less
thantoday’s Apple computers’ memory. It |
would not have the capacity to store one song.
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In mobile age, plug pulled
on telephone directories

Richmeond (Virginia): What's
black and white and read all
over? Not the white pages,
which is why regulators have
begun granting telecom firms
the nod to stop mass-printing
residential phone books,

In the past month alone,
New York, Florida and Penn-
sylvania approved Verizon
Communications Inc's re-
quest to quit distributing resi-
dential white pages. Residents
in Virginia have until Novem-
ber1%3toprovide commentson
a similar request pending
with state regulators,

Telephone companies argue
that most consumers now check

TECH THAT

the internet rather than flip
through pages when they want
o reach out and touch someone.

“Anybody who doesi’t have ac-
cess to some kind of online way
tolook things upnow isprobably
toc old to be able toread the print
in the white pages anyway”
joked Robert Thompson, a pro-
fessor at Syracuse University -
Fewer people rely on pdper
directories for a variety of
reasons: more people rely on

" cellphones, whose numbers

typically aren’t included in
the listings; more listings are
available online; and mobile
phones and caller ID systems
on land lines can store a lot of
numbers. The first phone di-
rectory was issued in 1878 in
New Haven, Connecticut. ar
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‘Stem-cell jab
helps muscles
heal, defy age

Chicago: Injecting stem cells
into injured mice made their
mauscles grow back twice as
big in a matter of days, creat-
ing mighty mice with bulky
muscles that stayed big and
strong for the rest of their
lives, U.S, researchers said on
Wednesday.

If the same applies to hu-
mans, the findings could lead
to new treatments for diseas-
es that cause muscles to dete-
riorate, suchas musculardys-
trophy It may even help
people resist the gradual ero-
sion of muscle strength that
comes with age, Bradley Ol-
win, of the University of Col-
orado at Boulder, and col-
leagues reported in the
journal Science Translation-
al Medicine.

“This was a very exciting
and unexpected result,” Ol-
win, who worked on the study,
said. “Wefoundthat the trans-
planted stem cells are perma-
nently altered and reduce the
aging’ of the transplanted
muscle, maintaining
strength and mass,” headded.

Olwin’s team experiment-
ed on young mice with leg inju-
ries, injecting them with mus-
cle stem cells taken from young

Injecting stem cells
into injured mice
made their muscles
grow back twice as big
in a matter of days. If
the same applies to
humans, the findings
could lead to new cure
for diseases like
muscular dystrophy

donor mice. Stem cells are
unique in that they can con-
stantly renew themselves, and
form the basis of other special-
ized cells. These cells not only
repaired the injury, but they
caused the treated muscleto in-
crease insize by 170%.

Olwin's team had thought
the changes would be tempo-.
rary, but they lasted through
the lifetime of the mice,
which was about two years.

Olwin and colleagues said
when they injected the cells
intoahealthyleg, they did not
get the same effect, suggesti-
ng there is something impor-
tant about injecting the cells
into an injured muscle that
triggers growth. revrers

Page 4 of 12



Prne 5 nf 12

Times of India ND 12/11/2010 p22
Pant University - - McGill

University tie up

An agreement on col!aboratwe‘%esearch was signed and developing research programmes as joint-
between the McGill University, Canada and G.B. ventures for the future. The areas of cooperation
Pant University of Agriculture and Technology, would include any programme at either institution

Pantnagar. Dr. Shiv O. Prasher, Professor and Chair that could help foster and develop the relationship.
of Department of Bio-resource Engineering and Dr, The MoU to this effect was signed by the officials of
~ Vijya Raghwan, James McGill Professor, Department  the two universities in the presence of Dr, B.S. Bisht,
of Bio-resource Engineering, visited Pant University Vice-Chancelior, G.B. Pant University.

to share knowledge and expertise and discuss the

offer of McGill University regarding starting a joint

degree programme between the two universities

) )

Business Standard ND
12/11/2010 P-6

Sibal for greater pvt role in education

Human Resource Development Minister Kapil Sibal on
Thursday stressed on a greater role for the private sector and
called for global partnership in the field of education. Sibal,
addressing the higher education summit organised by Ficci in
Delhi, sald private sector was needed to create educatmn
infrastructure and would help the government meet the target
of 30 per cent gross enrohnent ratio by 2020. BS REPORTER



RICHARD C. LEVIN/YALE UNIVERSITY

Allow private sector to have

a big role in higher

By PrasHaNT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

ale University, counted

among the Ivy League

universities of the US, is
keen to strengthen its links with
India’s reforming higher educa-
tion system. The university re-
cently signed agreements with
the Indian Institute of Manage-
ment {[IM), Kozhikode, and the
Indian Institute of Technology
(11T), Kanpur; to set up centres
of excellence in academic lead-
ership. In an interview, univer-
sity president Richard C. Lev-
in, an economist with speciali-
zation in Asia, said during his
visit to India that while better
ties with top US varsities will

“help, India should focus en at-

tracting private sector ihvest-
ment in education. Edited ex-
cerpts:

Indian higher education Is on a re-
form path. While the government
may soon allow foreign varsities to
set up campuses here, 2 number of
indian institutes are also going
abroad. How do you view this?

I think Indian higher educa-
tion needs to be reformed in dif-
ferent ways. There are two basic
issues—the higher education
sector needs to grow to accom-
modate a larger fraction of In-
dia's population. The govern-
ment’s objective to increase en-
rolment to 30% needs tremen-
dous expansion. And that is one
of the motivations for opening
things up for the private sector.

The second need is to have

more quality institutions of
world-class level than what India
has right now. That's where two
of the initiatives—foreign univet-
sities and the innovation univer-
sities—come into play. Yale's fo-
cus is more on the second.

Leading Indian institutes are good

at teaching but they are not re-

search-oriented. What should be
the focus now? -

The IITs and IIMs are basically
good teaching institutions... The
biggest contribution made by re-
search universities is that they
have advanced knowledge as
well as educate quality students.
The requisite for making that
happen is, one, opening up the
structure” of faculty compensa-
tion so that you can actually at-
tract world-class individuals.

The strong Indian nationals
go to graduate schools in the
US and they will not come
back if they don't get compen-
sation close to what they get
aboard. And right now, they
would not unless there is some
change in legislation.

The second is the state sup-
port—the need for quality labo-
ratory, infrastructure and com-
petitive research grant to ad-
vance their work. While there
have been some advances in re-
search grants in India, there is
still by and large not the quality
of the facility that you can have
access to in the US, parts of Eu-
rope or indeed recently in China.

You have said Yale wants to grow

ties with India to the level of its

P & B Daily ND

Mint, ND 12-Nov-10

Learning curve: Levin says India needs to create its own great

p-9

education

Praotes Gavs/Mmt

%& 3

universities and not just rely on foreign ones.

engagement with China. Can you
- elaborate?

We have more collaboration
with China. It all starts with
having a faculty that engage (in
the study of the country). The
first requisite for setting up pro-
grammes in India would be to
hire more faculty with interest
in India. We started about 10
years ago, when I began Yale’s
major internationalization ef-
fort. We inherited a very strong
faculty on the study of China.
We did not have in place a large
number of specialists on India.
We have begun to do that. In
recent years, we have hired
people in political science, his-
tory, anthropology, economics,
religion and literature who are
focused on India studies.

In India, we have around 30

12/11/2010
Sibal returns as -

collaborative arrangements and
in case of China we have 80 or
100. That's because we have
more people (in Chinese stud-
ies). That (India engagement) is
happening tremendously now,
with some of the philanthropic
support from some Indians like
(chairman of the unique identi-
fication programme) Nandan
Nilekani initially and his wife
Rohini. They were the first of
our new India chairs, We have
three now. Conversations are on
with five more people ta build
professorship. And there is
some support from the Indian-
American community as well.
The other thing is to create
partnership. We have an-
nounced the leadership pro-
gramme in partnership with ITM-
Kozhikode and IIT-Kanpur to

-1

-+ 3¢i & Tech minister

NEW DELHI: It was a '_
homecoming of sorts for

HRD minister Xa

pil Sibal,

“an

create leaders in universities.
This is one of the many expected
things we will be doing in India.
‘We had a meeting with the Jindal
Global University too.

You had an interaction with Ratan

Tata (chairman of Tata group). Is

he sponsoring a chair?

There is nothing particular to
announce now. We are talking to
lots of leading Indian families
who are interested in Yale get-
ting more involved in India. I
hope there will be some support
for our relationship. There is a
lot of philanthropic interest in
higher education of India.  hope
Parliament will open the market
up to those philanthropists to
build universities, They can give
some money to Yale, but that
will not have the impact.

India is very brand conscious
and it seems it wants foreign uni-
versities to set up shop here.
That will help, but that is not the
answer. The answer is great Indi-
universiies and Indian
brands. You have done it with
companies—you got Tata, Reli-
ance (Reliance Industries Ltd
and Reliance-Anil Dhirubhai
Ambani Group), Infosys (Tech-
nologies Ltd), you got Wipro
(Ltd). These are great global
brands now. You can do the
same with Indian universities
rather than co-branding like
Yale-India Campus or Harvard-
India Campus.

The impression here Is Yale is in-

terested in partnering one or more

of the proposed innovation univer
sitles. Is that true?

We can have partnership in
more than one area (but) not
as co-brands. There will be
some exchanges.

We may have some advisory
role, having some of our facul-
ty helping establish these uni-
versities. No joint investment.
I think the real hope (for inno-
vation university) is private
sector support.

How do you see the growth of edu-

cation In India vis-a-vis China?

China and India are devel-

who on Thursday formally -
assumed additional charge
of the twin ministries of
Science and Technology,
and Earth Sciences. Sibal
held both the science port-
folios in UPA-L "It is good
_to be back home,” Sibal
said as he met Secretaries
of the four Departments

i that make up the two min-

istries and other senior
- ofticials.
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oping rapidly now economi-
cally, partly because business
is building up and still there is
a very large pool.of low wage
labour available. Those advan-
tages will go away in 20 years.
Then you need to compete on
the knowledge front.

Companies have to innovate
to create new products. To win
on the international stage, you
will need not low-cost labour but
better ideas and better products.
That has been America's com-
petitive advantage.

To compete successfully 20
years from now, India and Chi-
na will need much stronger re-
search universities. China is
very aware of this and politi-
cally committed to it.

China is making big invest-
ments in research laboratories.
They are putting lots of money
in top universities to make
them competitive with Har-
vard, Yale and Stanford. They
are focusing more on a small
number of top universities. Po-
litically, that is very hard for
India to do because of India’s
democracy. It is very hard for
America to do so. Soluticn is to
allow the private sector to have
a big role in higher education.

4 LYW VHNT COM

VIDEO

- 4 > Wy,
Richard Levin talks about
local partnerships, how
outsourcing helps Americans
and why India needs
world-class universities. Also
read a longer version of the
interview,

www.livemint.com/
richardlevinitm  °
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Indian Englzsh books place-
in South Korean education

SUVEEN K SINHA
Sgoul, 11 November

hen a high-level -

summit of the

world's most pow-
erful countries is on, the
talk invariably revolves
around money. That is true
of the G-20 summit which

kicked off here today, but it

is difficult to deny Abby
‘Thomas his moment in the
sun for making English

education h15tor5r in South

;l(orea g

‘The rise ‘of India’s serv-
“jces industry has been
about low wages and
English language skills.
Thomas embodies both, in
becoming the first Indian
to teach English in this
country. Of course, he costs
‘his employer, the Wanju

- High School in North
«Jerolla province, considera-
'bly less than standard

-wages for English teachers -

from other countries. . -
- - Thomas’ feat, though,
cannot be separated from
the summit. In fact, it is
very much a result of hectic
frade parlays which result-

THE RISE OF INDIA'S

SERVICES INDUSTRY
has been about low wages
and English language skills.
Abby Thomas embodies
both in becoming the first
Indian to teach Englishin -
South Korea

ed in India’s Comprehen-

sive Economic Partnership - .
- Agreement (Cepa) with -
- South Korea last year.

" . .Earlier, only those from
_native English-speaking

. countries could teach

English in South Korea. The
nationality of the English
teachers in this country was
thus limited to the United
States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa and
Ireland. Cepa had a clause
to allow Indians.

“It took great diplomatic

" effort to achieve this. It can
| really open the market for =

our teachers,” India's’
Ambassador to South
Korea S R Tayal told
Business Standard. "We
have to leverage our

human resources. South *
Korean companies employ -
many Indians in important
positions in India. We must
have more Indian workers
in South Korea.”

However, in the occupa-
tion of teaching English, it
is early days for the
Indians. The North Jerolla
Province Office of
Education has so far

recruited two Indian teach-

ers — the other, Robins
Mathew, is working at an
English experience centre
— amid scepticism over
the Indians’ accent. South
Korea hires, on annual
contracts, some 6,000
English teachers.
The heartening
students told The Korea
Times that Thomas’ accent -
was not an issue. Parents -
and colleagues, who attend-
ed demonstration classes,
were also happy with him.

Some welcomed the inclusi-

on of Indians in teaching
because they thought the

native English speakers

were not serious about their
classes and looked down on

Korean teachers.

bit is that
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"By Mall Today Sclence
Bureau in New Delhi

ON HIS first day of assuming
temporary charge as the science
and technology minister, Union
human resource development
minister Kapil Sibal infused
activity in the otherwise lack-
lustre ministry.

He promised to bring synergy
between his two ministries. An
alliance between them will be
established in a month.

“I think human resource
development and science and
technology are linked to an
extent. Education is the foun-
dation and it i{s of various
kinds,” Sibal said.

The minister said currently
funding for science education
came from various sources like
the University Grants Commis-
sion and scientific departments.
Thus, sometimes erent proj-
ects with similar alms are
funded by various departments.-
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Sibal vows synergy between
HRD and science ministries

Sibal takes charge as minister
for sclence & technology.

It is better to have a common
funding mechanism. '
“In the HRD ministry, I had
interactions with all the science
and technology secretaries,” he

said, indicating the issue had
been in his mind.

“In fact, science and technol-
ogy should be embedded in all
ministries,” he added.

Sibal takes charge of the min-
istry after about a year and half.
In his previous stint in the min-
istry, he had energised the min-
istry by announcing several ini-
tiatives and regular interaction
with the media. On alighter vein,
Sibal said: “This is a temporary
assignment. But I do temporary
jobsin a permanent manner.”

Sibal also met UK science min-
ister David Willetts and dis-
cussed cooperation between the
two countries and an initiative
on food security and sustainable
crop production research for
international development.



Indian Express ND 12/11/2010

P6

Need to improve quality,
equity in education: V-P

! EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

« NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 11

'VICE-PRESIDENT Mo-
shammad Hamid Ansari
*'Ihursday called for addressing
‘issues that plague education
'like teacher absenteeism, sin-
gle teacher schools and multi
grade teaching,

Speaking on the occasion of
the National Education Day,
Ansari expressed concem

about the huge dropoutrate at

elementary school level and
said the quality of education
and “equity concerns”of the

disadvantaged needed to be .

addressed andimproved.
Ansari highlighted the

country’s achievements —

near universal access to edu-
cation, and the landmark
Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act,
2009 — but pointed out that
problems remain, Impact of

the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyanin
poor rural and tribal areas, .

among SCs and STs, Muslim

areas and slums has not been

very significant, he said.
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal

said though the country’s edu-
cation systemcan boast of hav-
ing produced outstanding sci-
entists, technologists, doctors,
academics, economists, writ-
ers and philosophers, “we can-
not afford to be complacent”.
“We need a paradigm shift
in the way our children are
taught. Education should be
child-centric instead of being
exam-centric,” he added.
Sibal said the system should
help achild choose a discipline
that builds his particular per-
sonality traits and provides
him the possibility of voca-
ticnal training and experience.
“This should happen after
the child is familiar with
knowledge of basic disci-
plines... Thiswill help the child
choose... This is a necessity in
achangedworld, where the re-
quirements of globalization
necessitate learning that al-

lows the child to be globally -

competitive,” hesaid,. @

Pointing out that good
teachers are costly, but bad
teachers cost much more, he
emphasised the need to invest
in quality teachers,
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“Huge investment needed in educatlon

AGE CORRESPONDENT
_ ' . ' N_EW DELHI
_ Nov. 11: Union human

resource development min-

ister Kapil Sibal on Thurs-

day called for the formula-
tion of a new policy frame-
work for private investment
in the higher education sec-
tor in an effort to increase
gross enrolment ratio in the
country. _

Mr Sibal stated that huge
investments were needed in
the education sectdr to meet
the demands of a growing
economy. “The task in high-

er educauon in the country
is daunting and more univer-
sities and colleges are need-
ed to achieve the increased

- gross enrclment ratio of 30

per cent in the higher educa-
tion by 2020,” Mr Sibal stat-
ed.

“By 2020, the gross enrol-
ment .ratio should be
expanded to 30 per cent,” he
said at the FICCl Higher
Education Summit here. He
pointed out that the gross
enrolment ratio in the coun-
try was only 12.4 per cent
while  the  developed
economies like the US and

Russia have an enrolment
ratio of 82 per cent and 75
per cent respectively. He
stated that 800 universities
and 40,000 to 45,000 col-
leges “were needed in the
country in the next decade to
fulfil this requirement.

“I don’t think any govern-
ment in the world have the
resources and expertise to
set up higher education

institutions in those num-

bers. We need a policy
framework to allow huge
investment in the education
to meet the demand of the
economy,” Mr Sibal stated.

Dainik Jagran ND 12/11/2010

*

» vice-president
Ansari called for universal

Speakmg at the occasion,
the UK’s minister of state
for universities and science
David Willets said his coun-
try wanted to take forward
the collaboration in educa-
tion sector with India fur-
ther. Meanwhile, speaking
at the National Education
Day function on Thursday,
Hamid

access to elementary educa-
tion. He also called for cre-
ation of quality teaching
facilities for proper imple-
mentation of the Right to
Education Act.
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